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• One of eight (8) types of facilities:

o major sources of air pollution (e.g., power plants, cogeneration facilities); 

o incinerators or resource recovery facilities;

o large sewage treatment plants (more than 50 million gallons per day); 

o transfer stations or solid waste facilities; 

o recycling facilities that receive at least 100 tons of recyclable material per day;

o scrap metal facilities;

o landfills; or

o medical waste incinerators, except those attendant to hospital and universities.

• Seeking a specific permit

• Including solid waste and recycling, development (wetlands, CAFRA, Flood Hazard), 
water supply and pollution, air pollution and pesticides

• For facilities located or proposed to be located in an “overburdened community”

Facilities and Permits Covered 



• Low-Income: At least 35% of households qualify as low-
income households; or

• Minority: at least 40% of the residents identify as 
minority or as members of a state recognized tribal 
community; or

• Limited English proficiency: at least 40% of the 
households have limited English proficiency

Defining “Overburdened Community”



Environmental stressors to include, but not be limited 

to:

Concentrated areas of air pollution; 

Mobile sources of air pollution;

Contaminated sites;

Transfer stations or other solid waste facilities;

Recycling facilities;

Scrap yards, and

Point-sources of water pollution including, but 

not limited to, water pollution from facilities or 

combined sewer overflows.

Environmental and Public Health 
Stressors

• Public health stressors are 
“conditions that may cause potential 
public health impacts in the 
overburdened community

• Public health impacts 
include, but are not limited to:

oAsthma

oCancer

o Elevated blood lead levels

oCardiovascular disease

oDevelopmental problems



• The Bill requires the Department to 
determine whether environmental or 
public health stressors are 
disproportionate to those borne by 
other communities within the State, 
county, or other geographic unit of 
analysis as determined by the 
department.

• What is the appropriate geographic 
unit?
o County? 
o State?
o Region?
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• Requires the submission of an environmental justice impact statement and public hearing for any 
application for a permit to expand, construct or renew the authorization to operate a covered facility. 

• Environmental justice impact statement identifies existing public health and environmental stressors in 
the community. 

• NJDEP reviews the environmental justice impact statement, along with other relevant information, to 
determine whether there is a disproportionate impact from environmental and public health stressors 
that cannot be avoided through additional controls. 

• If there is a disproportionate impact that cannot be avoided for a new facility, DEP will deny the 
application unless there is a compelling public interest.

• For renewals and expansions, DEP can only apply additional conditions but cannot deny a permit

Requirements for DEP and Applicants



Overburdened Community
Data Tools
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The most recent, 2019 (5-year Amercican
Community Survey Data 2015 to 2019) was used.

Calculations were done for Census Block 
Groups and Tribal Areas, as defined by the 
Law.

The US Census County Subdivision GIS files 
were used to identify the designated 
municipality for the block groups that meet 
the overburdened community criteria.
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